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1 BELIEVE every ſenſible and genuine Chriftian will alloy 
it to be a matter of conſiderable importance to > the cauſe 
of unadulterated Religion that they ſhould acquire right or 


true notions of the one living God, and his Son Jeſus Chrit, 7 
which is to be obtained from Scripture. That I may with 
many others contribute my mite towards p promoting, this dee ( 
firable acquiſition, I here offer the following ſheets to thir WW þ 
unbĩaſſed conſideration, who are ro * how far it is, or ü 1 
not, adapted. to anſwer that end. . By 7» _ 
Should the reader object, chat as * are e too mary T5, 
Tracts on the following ſubjeQ, it renders this needleſt, t 
anſwer, hat had I ſeen it ftated in che lightin which it 
repreſented in the following ſheets, or in any other, in which te 
the Seripture account of it had been clearly and fully exhi- Þ 
bited, I certainly ſhould not have troubled the public wit * 
this Tract, For however many of che poſſages cited jn it hare | | 
; been produced 1 in favour of what 1s there pleaded for, yet the tl 
writers who have quoted them do not appear to me to > hare tt 
done that juſtice to the ſubject which ſeems requiſite for the 8 
information either of the. Unitarian, Arian, or 'Trinitarian. h 
However, if I am herein miſtaken, let 1 it be ab. | | 2 


want of better judgment of the writer. — . 
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abjet rt e in 7 50 Miniſtry f 
Chriſt; the Jews, and particularly his Diſciples, 
believed he 2 of God, in the ſenſe of the 
Trinitarian, will be to ſtate 
1 W the by” incipal paſſages in the 
New Teſtament, which are underſtood by each of 
them to relate to, their opinion. 
I ſhall begin with eiting the words of the Angel 
to Mary, Luke i. 30, 35. Matt. i i. 21. Who 
ſaid to her, Behold thou ſhalt .conceive in thy | 
vomb, and bring forth a Son, and ſhall call his 


name Jeſus,” for he ſhall ſave his people a — 


their ſins. He ſhall be great, and ſhall be called 
the Son of the Hi And the Lord God ſhall 
give unto him the throne of his father Davi 
he ſhall reign over the houſe. of Jacob for ever, 


and of his kingdom there. ſhall be no end. She : 


having no huſband, very naturally replied, iy I 


ſhall this be, ſeeig 8 know not a man. To in- 
form her by what” means his ſingular 
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ſhould be accomplithed, even in lier as a a virgin 


rr OY ” ee 


de anſwered, ſaying, The Holy Ghoft mall come 


upon thee, and the power of the Higheſt ſhal} 
overſhadow thee, therefore that holy thing, or 


Son, which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called 


the Son of Bad... 

TÞD:« perſon not prepoltelled either _ "I 
Arian or Trinitarian opinion, upon reading thoſe 
words, I ſhould judge would believe, that ſhe 
underſtood the Angel to intend this only, Viz 
That the power of God, which would be mani- 
feſted in her conception, would ſupply the uſud 
means by which in other women it is effected. 
That this was her opinion, appears the 'moſt ob- 
vious and natural, from what ſhe ſaid. For after 


he had informed her of the pregnancy of her cos. 
fin Elizabeth in her old age, and that with God 


nothing is impoſlible, ſhe replyed, Behold the 
hand- maid of the Lord, be it unto me according 
to thy word. And to her Mary ſaid, 'God/my 


Saviour has regarded the low eſtate of his hund 


maid ; for, Behold, from henceforth all geners- 
tions ſhall call me bleſſed. For he that 15.mighty 


| e gpg Ne en; AO An 


dl l breche ig tes tate tis 
opinion chat all generations would call her bleed, odacceuntdf 


| 4heix believing her (6a had united with him/an-angelic: being 


from heaven, much leſs one equal with God. Tjucgge he wil 


: vot; but on this Dede, that IEG mother of ths 
—_ CF 2018 . 
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en erden; l leſs one — 
with God; is excoc 

| neither are mentioned: And that me could re- 
ceive neither of thoſe opinions of him, from the 


becauſe tany of the Jews gave him char title, 
who it is certain did not believe even in his pre- 
exiſtence, but that he was the natural fon of 7 
8 „ gre ax vill be Hewed. _ Ag e 
5 mcter ut aS ne , will cor 
and illuſtrate what has been obſerved, *when h 
faid, He ſhall fave his people from their ſins— 
He ſhall be great, and the'Lord. God ſhall give 
unto him the t rone of his' father David, EIT - 
ſhall reign' over the houſe of Jacob for ever. 

I may here aſk any unbiaſſed reader, ww" 
theſe words could afford her any evidence upon 
which the” could believe this fon, having united 
with him a being m [heaven of the higheſt | 
order, much leſs one equal with God, mould in 
his future life, ſuſtain! the character of a Saviour, 
and as a King ſerting on David's throne, reign 
over the houſe of Jacob for ever. That ſhe could 
not believe theſe things from any one ſimilar in- 
ſtance of this kind in any of God's paſt interpo- 

1 ſfſtitions 


di ling evident at fight; becauſe 


Angels calling him the Son of God, is indiſputable, 
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E hos the in 42 55 "4. unexampled. * Fi 
aular an opinion of this child, but the contrary, 
as he tells her David was his father. 131 it not 


_ own. words, I preſume, will corroborate, and il 
luſtrate what I, am pleading for; when, Luke i. 


| are further illuſtrated by. what Zacharius ſaid. r- 
ſpecting Mary's conception, Luke i. 68, &, 
Bleſſed be the Lord God of Ifracl, for he hath 


A 


then moſt natural and Juſt to conclude, that ſhe 
believed he would be a man as he was? But 
that he ſhould ſuſtain a very extraordinary and in 


gular character, as the Son of God, or the Meſ- 
d to appear amongſt 


ſiah, whom the Jews expecte 
wlan and I think it will be allowed to be the moſt 
probable, that this was her opinion likewiſe, Her 


54, 55. She ſaid, . God has h 


 1irael, as he ſpake to our fathers, to Abraham 
and to his ſeed. for ever. Compare them with 


what Peter. ſaid to the Jews, Acts iii. 245 g. 


Alſo with. Paul's, xiii. 22, 23. The Angel's 


words under conſideration, and- thoſe , of Mary's 


viſited and redeemed his people, and has raiſed 


up an horn of ſalvation for us in the houſe of hi 
ſervant David, as he ſpake by the mouth of his 
holy prophers ſince the world began, that we be- 


ing ſaved from our enemies, and from the hand of 
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Pt i — 


bana v3; Lr ken Kine | 


out de lands of rack -rienvies. 
ithout fea rial the days : of 6 Ir 
life. ec bes ane: gabe eg n 
beate. to the ſhepherds are 2 ce . 
ent on theſe of che abgel to Mary, who ſaid, | 
Uewyebir ben this day, in the eicy f David. 
2 Saviour, which is Christ the Lord; (ſee Matt. 
l. 4, 386.) i. e. the Sob of David, "of che er- 
pected Meſſiah; and in chis ente there is great 
reaſon to e e rſtood the title given 
the child- ii! nn 094.455 A oC]. 10-2167 
The words of Simon cke waited bor the 
lation of Iſrael, or for Redemption in Jeru- 
alem, as are the words of Anha; (ſee the words 
of Cleopas, av. 21.) will-dlucidate what has 
n obſerved, To whom it was revealed, that 
he ſhould not oe death before he had ſeen the 
Lord's Chriſt. When he ſaw the child, he faid, 
Mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation, Which thou 
haſt prepared before the face of all people, a light 
to lighten the Gentiles, and ehe glory of thy 
people Iſrael. Or this child is for our fall and 
riſing again of many in Iſrae ll. 
Whoever impartially compares 7 words of | 
the Angel, Loke o 32; 33. Mary” ike? Mr liek SISTER 


thoſe of Zacharias and Simeon with what the 
| 5 3 . Angels i 


* : 


g . — 4. 2 <= | 


© Bhi the: ——— 2 what has en 
| ably, gh in r | VO 


se 7 ans my Hei 
dant of David, and not the Son of God — 
ſenſe not admitted. It — "os hath 
Y the titles, Son of God, Him, 
that they. mean by thew he was 2 man like Da "_ 
od. — prop i from. among * 
brethren like unto Meſes 185 2 oo 
I cannot | forbear mentioning another inter | 
eſting, and I judge [Indifporable inſerente 
deducible from; the kestz, and the 
obſervations. on e this: Mary oaultk 508. 
derive the leaſt idea much leſs any elenr- | 
of her ſon ij ani. kim an benen and: 


polible 6 Guree of 
"har from hence ſhe could not, is obvious at 
ſight, as there is not the very leaſt hint of it, but 


ſtrong proofs t to the cantrary, Perticularly by the 5 127 


Angel's. calling David -his father, and. that WE, 
ſhould, reign. on his throne, c. But can it 


be juſtly ſippoſed, that ſhe could reconcile tbeſe — 
3pe! r-angelic ſpirit, £ or one. ; 


things with his being a ſup 
equal with God. Surely, no rational nan vill 


affirm that ſhe could. And yet, how. often is it 
now, and long has heen aſſerted, and ſtrenuouſly 


_ pleaded for by men of great underſtanding and 


clear heads, in other matters, i. 25 that an 


and divine nature were united i in Chriſt, as tho . 


it were explicitly revealed to her by the Angel, c or 
elſewhere clearly related in the New Teſtament; 3 


but of which it is manifeſt to me ſhe was entirely 8 
ignorant, as well as the ſacred penmen. What 
prepoſterous language en is it to call Mary the 


mother of God—nay, think it is impious! _ 

Let me now draw the. reader's. attention to 
what the Chief Prieſts and the Scrihes declared. 
was their opinion of Jefus ſoon after he'was born, 
which is a King or Governor, | Herod den | 
of them where Chriſt ſhould be born? They 
ſaid unto him, in Bethlehem of Judea;, for, thus 


it is written by the. Prophet, and thou Bethſche-. . 


men the Tand of Judea, art not the, leaſt a 
the Princes of Judea, for < out of rhee Thall ce come 
2 Governor that ſhall rule my people Tiras), Matt. 
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-Þ, 4 5. 65 [Compare theſe 2 with FRY 


the Angel, .alfo Mary's and Zacharias, as already 


I's N TH 72 


. as fimilar with them. Pugs 


"given to Jeſus by John Baptiſt, who. calls him 
the Salvation of God, Luke iii. 6. Compare 
chap. li. 29, 30, alſo the Lamb of God, or Son of 
God, John 1. 29, 34s paſſing by what he ſays of 
him as greater than himſelf, it_is certain, that, by 7 

thoſe titles, he cannot, upon any probable evidence 8 
be underſtood to intend the Arian or Trinitarjan in 
| opinion. of Son of God. To this, Perhaps, ? 
may be replied, that Jehn Taid, he that cameth 
8; after "hs is from above, or from Heaven, and 
above all, ni. 31, To. which 1 anſwer, that! 10 


4 two. of his Nos to 2 Nw, o alle = 


SP” 1 returned him by 13 are TY — 


forcible proofs | he did not | lieve that in a 1 


ſenſe, he came from Heaven; for if he had, it 
certainly would have been a decided proof of it 


8 * 2 0 71 


to both, of his being the | Perſon, : as 1 Judge, # 
be allowed by every man. 


ng 
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N 
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diſciples believed he came from Heaven, f much. 
lefs thr” he was equal with God. 8 1 therefor . 
infer. that John, i in his miniſtry, pe” not ene 


I * age 
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the Jews, nor his e that Jeſus 
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We will now attend to the names or titles 
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But the meſſage, and Jelus's anfiver clearly, and 
inconteſtibly | evinces, that neither Je hn nor his. 


"4+ 


, Son of Gali ing eder ing 
ubich i e f 
Fs ng and. = the Ne 5 vil a 
| fully further on, e hs 
The title given "Jefus from Heaven en at t is ba 
tiſm, and when on "FE. mahnte, is, Son of God, 


Matt. æyii. 5˙¹ og n. d it HEM en e 


I will now oer the moſt material, af] ages in 
_ vhich the Jews expreſs their opinion of his pedi- = 
tree, or deſcent, a8 well as his offices, which, er. 


cords with the] plain unequivocal. me. 
of the Ly e YA ed. an arked. 

: upon. 4 * A Wi X 
Firſt, 15 py! Kick he is. called the. Se Or der, 
ſeendant of Pavid, Matt. ix, 27 410 Lil. 43 . 
21, 22. | Xi. Dee NC. xxii. 41, 427 43. Mark xi. 
3, 9, 10. VII. 41, 42. Vi. 1 Kc. 2 amd. 
Secondly, They elieved he [OP the: Son 
Joſeph, as well as of N Lary, Matt. „ili. 54; $52 65. 
Luke iv. 22. Xl. 41. John vi. 42. 1 


4 ohh it mh 


Thirdly, That the Meſliah, 0 or Chriſt, was. to 


4 


be born at Bethlehem the OH 0 a Bi, Matt. 


ü. 55 6. ; John, vii. Roe, 4 wi ＋ ji 142 ll 
Fourthly, As they, e 0 was, the Son of : 


rs EE hg 


| Joſeph and Mary, they call bim 2 2 man like 
David, Matt. vill. To. Xili, 54: XxVit. 4 47- e 
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223 % 10, 15. "Fats Xii. 12 1 Sonar, 4 
ers and Zacharias « words dope bot * 


x wedd 12 over which he was to reign 
br rule, Matt. ii. 6. xvii. 20. Luke iK. So 
2 * 0 Luke. 33. 74. us T3149) Sow 456 0 35 

Seventhly, When Jeſus had for ſorm 
niſtered among the Jews, and did not ting u * 
«himſelf 2 kingly authority, ſome of them alked - 
Him to ſhew them figns, or figns' from Heaven 
that he would affume thar power, Matt. xii. 38, 
39. xvi. 1, &c, Mark viii. 1171 12. Le 
16, 29, 30. xvii. 20, Kc. {Fa 

- Eighthly, Upon his feeding eis ape ſome 
of the company attempted to take kim and make 
tem « King; Fohn' vi. 14, 15. „ 
Ninthiy, The Jews called Jeſus Lord or Chriſt, | 
Pt. i i. 4. vili. 2. ix. 28. xv. 25. Mart ix. 
24. Luke ix. 57. XXiii. 42. John viii. 11. 
"Tenthly, They call him Son of God, Nan. 
xiv. 33. Xxvii. 54. Mark xv. ö 

Eleventh, They call him a Prophet, Matt. FEY : 
ir, 46. Mark vi. 15. Luke vii. 16. John; 
iv. 19. vi. OY vil. 40. Matt. wi. 19. uke 
ix. 7,8 = ” 

iaatly, They aſcribe his working este e 


FR power. of God, John iii. 2. Matt. i ix. - +1 
John i ix, 16, 35 32, 33. Luke vii. 165. wy 
i 1 


priety' — — ou; rt 1 7 
5 the Jena, to wo purpoſe? 25 bi anſwer, chas hey 


| hiv che dihighesidi(Squve Hh thes "in 
the ſarne:ferſe,-as Son of David, act} ev ef . 
dot the fealt dam or proof chat they ute them 


in 1 ny" 9302 * *. O16 LES? 1 15 * if! 1 


m_ veal — Kh ker Lord 
Chritt, Sea of God, and Prophet, are” appel 2K 
tons, or kitles, wirft then fynon iO | 
vere ſorhe 6F hem by the Agel and Zatharlas, 

W veftionabte, the Fe de tt e. 


A. nbd. „ TX 2s 9 


Will if not, — follow, with | the-greatert” 
probability, at leaſt, that Mary, as a Jeweſs, by * 
derſtood ce titles So of God; or David's Son, . 

in the ſane ſetrfe, excepting His miraculous con- 
ception, without including His pre-exiſtence? ws # 
think this appears t ne moſt” obvious” and natui 74 
inference, eſpecially when rhi following texts are 
attended to. That: the difciples' of John and Jefus 

ſpake of him in the ſame language, as did the 
Jews in the foregoihg texts, will appear indiſpu- 
ably evident in the foffowing paſſages: ?: 

Firſt, They call Fim the Son, or Deſcendant 
of David. Matt. xxt. 6, &. "Mark xi. 8, &. 


Lake _ 375 on John xii. 13, &c. 


S 


8 


* 
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_ Man, 


mas; to fit on the,,chrone of his fathet r 


\_expeditd to ſhare. in, places of truſt. and. goa 


Matt. xxi. 11. Luke xxiv. 19. 


appears next 5 a demonſtrable , GentwintFes That). 


3 * 


- Thixdly,. They [and John, Bi 


5 F "Boo 
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Jo ohn i. 30. Mark xiv. 24. Ade ii. 22. 
vii. 3. E tis MYA G4 oO * N vi | 
= They ſpeak of him a8 a King who 


n 1. 45, 49. Matt. xxi. 9, 10. Mark xi. 1 


&c. „Luke xix. A-. John xi. 13, Kc. 105 


Fiſthly, They alſo een he would rule over 
the Jewiſh people, and N 


wacher him, Matt. xxiv. 20, * 51 


xxiv. 21. . Compare Saſs laſt vi tec of c 


Luke xii. 32. xxii. 28, 29, 30. Acts i. 6, 558. 


Sixthly, They call him Lord and Chriſt, Matt. 


vili. 25. xiii. 51. xiv. 31. xxvi. 22. John 


vir, 68, 69. Mark viii. 29. 5 Lake ix. 20. John 


WW % > 4 


xi. 27. N 931 is th Nel 7 2 nd, 1 2 Fate 4e 


Seventhly, They call ag Son of, G04. 


i. 4 49. Matt. xvi. 16. John vi. 69. xi. 27 
Eigbthly, They gave him the title of P oph 


Ninthly, They aſeribe the ira 
to the power of God, even W be was aſe ended, 
Acts i ae, Xe. Et l e 0 of 


Though, from. theſe texts, it appears with t 


ar. 4 & w-., 


gave Jeſus the fame. titles as 5 hs Levi pon 
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| that he was 


ahrwith God: axial alſo chat he 


apoſtles at leaſt expected to ſhare a degree of 


civil power and honor under him in his temporal 


kingdom, even after he was riſen, as Acts xxi. 6. 
which, I preſume, no rational man can reconcile, 
with their er of him in either ſenſe not hu 
lowed. 5 

Theſe obſervations iner to Jain ad: he 
diſciples opinion of him as a Prophet, becauſe it 


. will be admitted, that they, as Jews, in their uſe 


of that title, connected it with a man only, how- 
ever eminent or illuſtrious, and not with a being 
come from heaven, much leſs one equal with 
God. This opinion of a prophet muſt furely ap- 
pear to every one utterly repugnant to a Jew. * 

Conformable to the Jews opinion of a prophet, 
25 a man like themſelves ſpeaking from God, or 
delivering his meſſage to his people, our Saviour, 
when ſpeaking of himſelf to the Jews and his 

diſciples, uniformly declares, I have not ſpoken 
of myſelf, but the father which ſent me gave me 
a commandment what I ſhould ſay, and what I 
ſhould ſpeak, and I know that his commandment 
is life everlaſting. Whatſoever I ſpeak, there- 
fore, even as the father ſaid unto me, ſo 1 we 
* xii. 49, War xiv: 10. 24. Figs) 


I will 
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Sn which; Jets: — :of — hirnſelf 
she Son of Man, dat i- a man Matt. ui. 13. 
vii. 9, 22. I. 11. John w. 26, 26. il 
1 Secondiy, Rents ord; Wee. 19. 
; OS © John xiii. : i eee Os 44% oor 
1 Thirdly; The Chrit, or | Mefiah) Mate.” xxiii. 
8 A, 10. . Lake er he John 


iv. 26, 26. $6310 F ee 


Filchly, That he was of theſe rocking a 
| unto Moles. - Joby v. _—_ pere, e li. 
. | 06:3 0 vn 
[| \-Sixthly, Ho afres his mine 1 x pow 
5 he ene from God, ee Luke 
. Jehan . „ .. % eee 
= wee: Man, Son of God; or che Okt, 
3 he uſes' as ſynonimous titles, is plain, from Man. 
wi. 13, 15, 16, 20; John v. 286.75 
j After he was riſen he calls his diſciples" ki 
ank Matt. xxviii. 10. John xx; #7. T 
Mary he ſaid, I aſcend unto my Father, and to 
dar Father, and to-my God, e 
| After his reſurrection; the angels, ſpeaking t 
| een of the ede e call: kim HIS 
b of Nazareth. 3 
T will juſt TY thut e gene e 
himſelf to the Jews and the diſciples in the terms 
juſt mentioned, it is moſt natural, from the fore 
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dd ene. 3p EY chey, would. unde 

| eiter of thoſe pb ys For ag 12 * 2 
| and fas 1 have oped. * © 
Jews, nar, the diſciples, prior. 70 vie Morn tp 


quently, they had not, nor could haue the leaſt 
idea of a divine nature united with his humans 


nitarians, but Una 


forth, or out from God, that whatever Jeſus, ar 


words prove, Jahn xiv. 3,4, 5. xvi. 17, 18. 


5 * 


From the whole of theſe. copmbined imac 


ſion, believed. in his pre · exiſtence, and, confe- 


and, therefore, HF WIRE ee \ b nn nor Tri- ; 


The preceding qpozations, 801 bs adds 
tians on them, clearly prove, that, when Jeſus 
ſaid he came from Heaven, or from above, &c. 
3 John vi. 38, 41, 42. viii. 43, 42, 56, 58. I 
xiv. 2, 3, 4. xui. 5, 24, 27» 48, ag, And chat 1 
the diſcjples affirm, we believe that thou cameſe 


they intend thereby, yet it cannot be underſigod = 
they believed in his pre- exiſtence, or that, ſtrictiy 
ſpeaking, he came from Heaven, this ain 


For they evinee, in the cleareſt manner, that 
they were entirely :ignorant of what he meant by 
his going to the father; but certainly they, could, — | 
not, had they really. believed he came from out of 8 
heaven. Had they believed he did, there is 0 
doubt but they. would have expreſſed themſelves 
in terms W Similar rich che Appltic's 

3 


— * - 
—— EEE r mw x5 


— 33 > 4 „ 
5 os ” 


NB 
34 
. 
g 
15 
* 
bei 
£ 
wo 
>, 


[ scar d — Shs "ke 5 A wa. 75 "ie 
< TX thile'r mitacles SIN. 


„„ reaſon, for no man c 
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0 the iſts sekeses he underſtood chat in 
| Hiteral ſenſe he L bene from! God out of heaven. + 
z From was Wü Deen Ws appear, it follows 
4 with great certainty, when Thomas tha to Jeſus, 
My Lord and my God, John xx. 1, he did nut 
1 mean that which a Trinitaria urges his words 
in proof of: Firſt, Becauſe when Jeſus ſaid to the 
[ Apoſtles, I go to prepare a place for you in m 
[i father's houſe,” Jobri xiv, 1, &c: Thomas ſaidro MW 
i him, Lord, we know t whither thou goeſt, and | 
| how can we know the way? But, can any un- | 


biaſſed man believe he could be ignorant of ither 
if he believed he was the Lord his Gun This | 


| | | cannot be reconciled therewith, / „„ 
[| Secondly, Becauſe there is not the leaſt day n | 
# of proof in the Evangeliſt, that he only had his 

| revealed to him, and, therefore it is utterly ines i 
1 dible that he alone of the apoſtles ſhould believe 
0 him to be the Lord his God. Beſides, had ide 
F others, then preſent, underſtood him in this ſenſe, ; 


they, no doubt, would have expreſſed their ſur⸗ ˖ 
priſe at ſo ſingular and unheard of an opinion and 1 
aſſertion as this, which they did not; and I may : 
remark, that as the Jews and the diſciples call 1 
Oe © and cho * did not even believe ib, Ss F 


* 


* 
* 


N 
* 


| or admi tted, 
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in a ſenſe ſo very different, as equal with that of 
God. This, certainly, cannot well be allowed, | 
but upon ſome clearer evidence than has been 
offered, or is to be found in the Evangeliſts. 

From whit hath been proved to be the dt 


of the Jews and the diſciples concerning the pe- 


digree of Jeſi us, as the natural fon or deſcendant 
of David, it clearly follows, when it is relafed 
in theſe texts, Matt. vil. 2. ix. 18. iv. 33. 


xv. 25. Xxviii. 9, 17. Luke xxiv. 39. that ſe- 


vera} perſons worſhi pped him, either proſtrate or 
otherwiſe ; "thoſe acts cannot be juſtly conſidered 
or urged as Proofs of their believing in his pre- 


exiſtence, much leſs that he is equal with God. 


The apparent occaſion, or cauſe of each action, 
is plainly related in the contexts, which is the 
miracle he performed, and his uncxpeRted” * of 
pearance to his diſciples. : 
The foregoing citations, and the Sabres | 
founded thereon, I preſume, may be admitted to ap- 
ply to the paſſages in the Old Teſtament, in which 
Jeſus is called the Mighty God, &c. for whatever 
s the genuine meaning of thoſe titles, yet it hath 
been made appear, with undeniable evidence, that 
neither the Jews, nor the diſciples did, or could 
underſtand them in the ſenſe of the Arian, much 
leſs in that of the Trinitarian, becauſe they be- 


leved he was the ſon of Joſeph, or the natural 
by 5 C deſcen- 


at Thomas ſhould uſe that term 
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| what the. A oſtle 
as related, by, Luke, ig the Acts; Previous to 


; which he ſpeaks of himſelf after he Was, riſen, 
they contain the ſubſtance, ſo far as is reyealed to 
us, of the pre cepts and doctrines he for for ory 
; dhys ſpake to them, pertaining to the kingdom of 
God, which they were to teach men after he a- 
cended, Matt, xxyiji, 10, 18, 19, 20. Lale 


character he then gave himſelf, Matt. xxviii. 18. 


0 5 0 


deſcendant of David, and alſo they » vere. Igno- 
rant of 'his: miraculous conception ” 
I will now requeſt. the reader's attention © 
ſtles taught men reſpecting Jeſvs 


which, I ſhall offer to his view, "the ahn 


xxiv. 26, 27, 44-49. John xx. 17. 


[Compare them with thoſe of the angels, Muck 
Xvi. 6. Luke xxv. 7. Acts i. 3. On thele 
. paſſages, 1 will only in general obſerve, there 
not the leaſt mention, that Jeſus, diſcloſed to the 

Apoſtles he had a pre- exiſtence, or that he was a 
Being: who came from Heaven, in either ſenſt 


not admitted; but there are ſome clear procl to 


the contrary, which will be noticed and pet, if 


either of thoſe opinions reſpecting him, is a Hptd, 


and an important article of the goſpel, as nov 
pleaded for, and to be taught men to believe, in 


order to their acceptance with God, there is juſ 
reaſon to believe Jeſus would have explicitly ex- 


f preſſed it, and included it with the other ow" 
lars he mentioned to them. 


Permit me juſt to remark, chat 1 the highe 


15, 
5 


earth, ice. from God; but he did not even ſuggeſt 


( 29 TY 
is, All 8 given unto me in heatres condi in 


to the Apoſtles chat he was a e _— 
1 1 left one equal with God. 

The ſubſtance of what the Apoſtles 0 both. 
to the Jews and to tlie Gentiles, is elearly related 
in theſe texts, 70 it. 23, 24, 30—33. it, 6 
1218, 20— 


5, 6,12, N * 36 


. i 3. Xv. 7. Kili. 225 23, 


27—39; xi. 34, 32. xvii. 2, 3, 4, 18, 30, 
31. xvili. 4, 5, 8, 11. Xik. 4, 5, 8, 10. xXx. 21, 
24, 25,27. xxvi. . 20, 22, 23. Avila 23. 
| Compare theſe diſcourſes of Paul with ix. 155 20 


225 27% Xxli. 14, 1. Xxili. 11. xxvi. 16. 
Firſt, In which are theſe ſeveral things: T bat 

Fen or Paul, when ſpeaking of Jeſus to the Jews 

and Gentiles, call him a Man, ot: Jeſus of Naza- 


reth, God's Holy One, of: the Juſt; that he was 
of the ſeed of David; or of the fruit of his loins, 
| whom God had promiſed to raiſe up to fit on his 


throne; the Prince of Life, that God had ſhewn 


by the mouth of all his Prophets, that he ſhould 
ſuffer, & c. as had been fulfilled (ſee Luke xxiv. 


44, 45, 46.) That he is the ſame Jeſus, or the 
very Chriſt whom the Jews delivered to be cruci- 


fied and ſlain; the Prophet whom Moſes foretold 


God would raiſe up from among their brethren 


like unto him; that he was of the ſeed of Abra- 
ham. Finally, that God, according to his pro- 
miſe, hath raiſed up unto Iſrael a Saviour Jeſus, 


C2 155 


v. 9—12. v. 264432, 42. . 0 
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and that bak this man is preached; unto 1 men 


the forgiveneſs of fins, and that 90 him 2 that 


believe are juſtified from all things. 4101 


Secondly, It appears inconmeſtible; "ie the 


titles or appellations they give to Jeſus, are the 
very ſame, or equivalent with thoſe: the Jews and 
the Diſeiples give bim during his abode 'with 


them, as is fully evinced in. the. preceding Tow 
tions, which relate their opinion of him. 

| Thirdly,” There 1s not any ſingle. expreſiidn a or 
even a word in che laſt cited texts, that the Apo- 
files believed, or taught the Jews or the Gentiles, 


or any whom they converted in conſequence of 


their preaching Jeſus, or proving from the Scrip- 


tures, that he is the very Chriſt, that he i 1s a being 


come from heaven, in either ſenſe not allowed. 


And yet it is obvious on reading them, that they 


ſpeak of his origin and character in a great diver- 


ſity of expreſſians, but in neither F of thoſe, even 
once. 


Fourthly, Therefore the Jews and the Gemiles 
to whom they preached Jeſus, or proved he is 


very Chriſt, or bare his name, could not thereby 
acquire any different opinion of him than they 


already had, while he was on earth. For if any 


of them were led to believe in him, in either ſenſe 
not admitted, it muſt ariſe from what the Apo- 
ſtles taught them. But they did not teach them 
either; at leaſt we have not a ſingle expreſſion df 


it recorded by Luke in te laſt cited texts. 
Fifthly, 
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_ Fifthly, But of the believing in Jeſus in either 


ſenſe; we do not admit it an indiſpenſible require- 


ment in the Goſpel for converts in Chriſt᷑ to aſſent 


to, in order to their acceptance with. God, as is 


now by many -ſtrepyouſly maintained and de- 
fended, even from the New Teſtament, itil 

I think; be allowed, that Peter, an Apoſtlę of the 
Jews, and: Paul, an Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
would have explicitly taught them one or other of 
thoſe opinions reſpecting Jeſus, after his aſcen- 
ſion; however proper ĩt may appear, it was not 


made known before otherwiſe they muſt remain 


entirely ignorant of both. But, I preſume; there 
are no plain nor preſumptive reaſons, ot proofs, 


to be offered, which will evince, that they failed 


in executing Chriſt's commiſſion to them, and, I 
judge, no candid man, can, upon any probable 
ground, believe, that Luke hath, entirely omitted 
this part of their preaching Jeſus, who has ſo 
circumſtantially related the other particulars of 
it e ws. and thay are ned in his 
commiſſion. l 1 Sf 

Finally, bm the ale it auen. $a al; T 
moſt, if not quite 4 demonſtrable certainty, that 
neither the Apoſtles, nor any other of Chriſt's 
miniſters believed in him in either ſenſe not ad- 
mitted, and therefore did not teach either J. ews 
or Gentiles that Jeſus. had a human and divine 
nature united i in him. 
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5 here avail myſelf of ſontie a 
e what I am pleading for; which 
is the charge Jeſus gave the Apoſtles while he 
was with them, and aſter he was riſen,” and like- 

_ wiſe to Saul when he appeared to him, that they 
| ſhould bear witneſs or teſtify of him, and che 
witneſs; or teſtimony, which they did bare” to 
Jews: and Gentiles. To the former he ſaid, John 
xv. 27. 2 alſo ſhall r en me, _ 
as Ads i. 8; Ye al be e eee — 
in Jeruſalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaris 
and unto the uttermoſt parts of the eurth 
Reſpetting this, Peter ſays to the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, i. 22. muſt one be ordained in the room 
of Judas, to be a witneſs, with us, af Jeſus's ro- 
furrectian. To Saul, Jefus ſaid, xxvi. 16. I have 
appeared unto thee for this purpaſe, to make chee 
miniſter and a witneſs, both of theſe things which 
thou haft ſeen; ix. 1. &c. and - of 'thoſe' in the 
which I will appear unto thee; or, in his wordt 
to Ananias, he is a choſen veſſel unto me, to beat 
my name before the Gentiles, and kings; Ant the 
children of Iſrael; or, by Ananias, chap. Iii. 
The God of our fathers hath choſen thee; chat 
thou ſhouldſt know his will, and ſoe that juſb one, 


and ſhouldſt hear the voice of his mouth; for 
thou ſhalt be his witneſs unto all men, off wha 
thou haſt ſeen and heard. e | 
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The 
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The bn, ite and truths, dio Peter 
| witneſſed of "Jeſus, are comprehended in theſe 
, (chap. it. 32. compared with tlie context, 

chap. i 26 compared with the context, iv. 8—12, 
19, 20% 8 . 2932. X. 3843. ſee of 
Philip viii. 55 125 3237. Of Paubs witneſſing 
of Jeſus. Re Ix. 20, Ar. 29. Kli 31, &c: xvii. 
18, 30, Jr. XVill. 4 Lal vl. 16—33. xxii. TH 
compared with xx W247 36.001 * 
On reading the words of Jeſus to his "Apntics; 
and thoſe. to Saul, it is demonſtrably evident, at 
one view of them, he did not give them the leaſt 
direction that they ſhould bear witneſs, or. reſtify, 
either to the Je ews, at Jeruſalem,” &c. or to the 
Gentiles, that he was a Be ing come from Heaven, 
either in the ſenſe of the Rrian or Trinitarian; 
and it is equally demonſtrable, from che above 
texts, which contain many particulars of what 
they did witneſs of him, that there is not even 
one word that they did bare ſuch a witneſs, or 
teſtimony of him, juſt mentioned, to either peo- 
ple. But, is it poſſible, that any ratſbnal and 
unbiaſfed man can bring himſelf to believe, that 
they would have entirely neglected ſo important 
z part of his character, that men might believe 
in it, as is now ſtrenuouſſy pleaded for, by the 
perſons juſt mentioned'; or, that Luke would 
have totally omitted mentioning it. I mould 
judge, he cannot be of this opinion, | but the con- * 
ary ; i. e. that they did not bare witneſs of either 
Cc 1 5 opinion 


IN in om — illuſtration of the apjic 
pleaded. for, is ſubmitted to his ſober 
tion With me, they have very conſiderable 
force in proof of what. is here. maintained. a il_nt 
l beg leave to remark, that in every partiou- 
| lar and general relation Luke has given of the 
cauſes or occaſions of the J ews perſecuting Peter 
or Paul, for preaching Jeſus, he has not on 
mentioned, or even hinted, it was owing to their 
aſſerting, or attempting to prove he was the Son 
of God, in the ſenſe of the Arian or Trinitarian, 
But, had they taught men either of thoſe opinions, 
in like manner as is now done by many Miniſters, 
it is reaſonable to expect i it would have been men- 
tioned at leaſt once, as one of the cauſes of, their 
perſecuting them; but there is not à ſingle in- 
ſtance of it, notwithſtanding either opinion of 
Jeſus will be allowed to be as repugnagt to the 
ſentiments of the unbelieving Jews, reſpecting the 
expected Meſſiah, as that Jeſus was the perſon. 
I once more add, in favour of what has been 
offered, and that is the prophecies. which Jeſus 
| expounded to the Apoſtles, and ſome of his 
diſciples, after he was riſen; and j joining in com- 
pany with Cleopas and another diſciple, he ſaid 
to them, Ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe 
things, and to enter into his glory * ? And begin- | 
ning at Moſes, and all the Phrophets, he ex- 
pounded 
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unded ee em in all the" Seriprures the 
ſtles- de — Wenn i chlorine; Theſe 
are the words which 1 ſpake'unfo you while I was 
that all things muſt be fulfilled | 
which were written in the — Moſes, and in 


8 


might unde nan the Seriprures, and ſaid unto 


them, Thus it is and thus it behoved 


Chriſt to ſuffer, ere neee! _ „ | 


third day, — Luke xxiv 
As Luke hath n not ſpecit 


only clue we bare —.— which $9 are, is to 


attend to thoſe pre „or alluded to by the 


Apoſtles in their eg Jeſus, recorded UF. 


Luke in the Acts, and they are theſe, Acts ii. 25 
—32, Xii. 22, 23, &c. iii. 17, 22, 23, 24, 25. vii. 


52 ms og ne * 55 16, HO 0 


xxvi, 22, Av xxviii. * 

Whoever compares theſe. — in u platl 
diſcern that there is not one prophec) that proves 
or ſupports the Arian or Trinitarian opinion re- 


ſpecting Chriſt. Inſtead of this, they foretell his 
reſurrection as himſelf explained them, Luke xxiv. 
That he is of the ſeed of Abraham and David, 2 


Prophet like Moſes, John v. 45, 46; 47. / 


It therefore follows, as by far the moſt probable 


conſequences: that when alias — the pro- 


pPhecies 


N * 


Vo le xs 25 18 x ON 
W * 
* ' 


(us) 


phecies by Moſes „and in all the Seriptures; tat 
they might underſtand. them, that they did nt 
nor could receive any other opinion of him thin 
what has been ſhewed they already had; and 
therefore, when in their preaching: e 
urged them as proofs that he is the Chriſt there 
foretold, their hearers would: underſtand thetn in 
. the ſame: ſends end not in pede nm 


* 4 75 $35 7 75 15 gs | 
- Before I quit Luke's » hiſtory 3 in the Acts, 1 | 


der oobſerye one next; chap./x, 28. which miy 
which Paul fad to che diſciples of Epheſus; hay 
the Church of God; which he hath purchaſed with 


his blood. To which I anſwer in his-owh 
Being juſtified by God's grace, through tſis 16. 
demption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, whom he Mut 
ſet forth through faith in His blosd, 0 deelare his 
righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins, Roth. m. 
2% 25. When we were yet without ſtrength, in 
due time Chriſt died for the ungodiy. God com- 
mendeth his love towards: vs, in that While we 
were yet ſinners, he died for us; V. 6, 8. = 
the will of God we are ſan@tified through the of. 
fering the body of Jeſus once, Heb. K. 10. Ser 
I Pet. i. 18, 19. In theſe paſſages be early 

and expreſtly affirms, that men are putchaſed or 
| redeemed by God, by ſhedding the blood, and 

- death of Jeſus, and not by that of God's. As the 
former only is the truth contained in Seripture, 
23119 + _ . | ; the 


+ 


EEE 


the later cannot be underſtood e as r 

| preſſed. Fx - Fr * pr tix 
[ will collect the pilligesi in 1 05 Epiſtles ad 

| Revelations, that zeſpect, Jeſus a under confide- 
cation, and which will-appear to beentirely, ſimilar 
with thoſe| of the Jews, and the diſciple already. 
offered; a Ticg. di. 8. Remember that Jeſus, 
Chriſt, of che ſeed of, David, was raiſed from the 
| dead. See alſo Rom. f 1.7 Ju 4. | Compare Luke 
L 31, 42, . 38. It is evident that our Lord 
ſprang: out e Jad i» e. he is; the ſeed of 
David, :who- was of that tribe, Heb. vii. 14. 
Matt, ii. 3b Luke i. 69, 70. By the Reve - 
laror, chaps. v. g, the lion of che tribe of Judah, 
the root of David; or, in the words of Jeſus to 
John, Axii. 16,1 am the root and che offspring 


of David, In fimilar language the Jews expreſe 
themſelves, as appears in the texts cited before. 


Farther, he is {aid to take on him the ſeed of 
Abraham, Heb. ii 16. Compare Luke i. 325 
72, 73. Acts iii. 25, 26. Gal. iii. 8, 16. 

Similar to which, are the words of the Apoſtle, 
iv. 4. Gad ſent forth his ſong made of a v man 

| (not of a man as others) or thoſe of John, i. 14. 
He was made fleſh, and dwelt among us; or in 
his iſt, Epiſtle, iv. a, 3, Jeſus. Chriſt is come in 
the fleſh; or God prepared for him a body, Heb. 
3 Compare Luke i. ery and add Heb. ii. 
14, 16, 17, As coming in the fleſh, or of the 
ſeed of Abraham or David, he is called a man, 

Tim. 


* 
6 


r 


3 . 


— Wada 


_ ip Ie * * _ — — — xp 23222 * — 
r 2 — —— — : ELIT 4 "i 
8 — , — - a ® 2 ——_—- >», 7 0 

8 e - x) 4 "7 : 1 — ay oF TF8Y- "hr By = R ” n 2 


PRE 
* 2 


. 
+. 5 e : bx 
* - —_— —— — —— —  —— — —kk___...w—_ 
. x 


| TO oy. MET + 
| a 3 #3 7 2 5: 5 - R 
5 6 | 


* or ER the Lord from heaven. e 


| -ompare _ 
1 5 39. xvii. 175 Rom. II. 1 Core r 
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ar, 47. 11 
If the Jovi Choiftians underRt ) „Heb. 1:8, 
that Chriſt is God, in either bens wor admitted, 
articularly in the mne 
difficult, if not ithpoſlible, to accbunt for the 
Apoſtle's labouring to prove his ſup periority-to 
Moſes and Aarvn, and therefo ht 
to adhere to him and the Goſpel only for falvatign, 
and not te Moſes and the warne er aufen 
by the Aaronic prieſthooc 
certainly have been a clear mary Aecilled 0 odf 0 : 
it; but as they believed he ſprang from the tribe 
of Judah, and not of Levi, or the farnily of 
Aaron, he ſaw it was requiſite to prove what he 
aimed at, to convince them! of ae duk ot _ 
I juſt Shiver, h nt cc ehe 
There is one eur; 1 Cor. xv. che b whicl 
poſſibly may be urged to invalidate what has been | 
ſhewn from his writings, in proof of the ſentiment 
Jam pleading for, which muſt not be omitted. 
He'ſaith; the Riſe Adam was made a living ſoul; 
i; e. out of the ground God made or formed his 
body, and (breathed into him the breath of liſe, 
and he became a living ſoul, or he is natural of 
the earth. Theſe particulars are not predicated 


i. 3. X. 12. 0 


x wth 
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of the ſecond: Adam, for he is a quickening * 
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3 29 2 | 
xt es not afford a 8 and de- 


| cifive uſa believed that, in a literal ſenſe, he 
came from heaven, in the ſenſe of the Arian or 
Trinitarian, let us. appeal to ſome other parts of 


the New Teſtament to determinę the point whe- 
ther he did or not. That neither Jeſus nor Ana- 


nias made this known to him, Acts ix. 4s indiſ- 
putable, from the texts already cited.,. And it an 


as clear and certain he hath. not mentioned one 
word of i itin reciting, thoſe; i intercourles i in his de- 


fence; xxii. ; And i it is equally evident that there 
is not the leaſt hint of ir in Gal. i. 1, 17, 12. Acts 


xxvi. 15, &. which contains an epitome of the 
Goſpel revealed to bim by Jeſus. And it has 


been clearly ſhewn there i is not one word of this 
ſentiment contained in all by diſcourſes delivered 


to Jews and Gentiles. Finally, there is no men- 


tion of it in any of the abſtracts in his writings of 


what he taught them in preaching Jeſus, or bear- 
ing his name, before the Gentiles and Kings, and | 
the children of Iſrael. * FF 

I think it cannot but be allowed, that Ke 
one or other of thoſe particulars, it is natural to 
expect it to be either plainly or obſcurely ex- 
preſſed, that the Apoſtle believed and taught men ; 
that Jeſus came from Heaven; but, it is paſt 
doubt, there is not even the leaſt hint of it, much 
leſs is it explicitly recorded. From theſe combined 


proofs, I judge the plain and unqueſtionable in- 
ference is, t that the words under conlideration, 


are 


— 
2 


N e. the ſon, Or deſcendant of D | 


| them, There are other texts equally expreflive 
of this, which I omit. That God created all 


ane not to be undecſivod bis — his belief 
that Jeſus ale indy Heaven, of from above; 
but that only which the Angel declared to Mary, 


en expreſſed it, Acts xiii. 22, 23. in 
I will now offer to the view of the —_— the 
texts in which Jeſus: is called 30d; and created 
all things, &c. Unto the Son he ſaith; thy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever, Heb. i. 8. 
1 John v. 20. iii. 16. Acts xx. 28. Revi xwi. 
14. John i. 1, 2, 14. Jeſus, the ſame yeſte « y 
and for ever, Heb. xiii. 8. He is called the 
image, or the expreſs image of God, and che 
brightneſs of the Father's glory; the image of 
the inviſible God, Col. i. 1 5. Heb. ii. 3, Philip. 


ii. 6. He is ſaid to create all things, &c. John 


1-4; 10. Epheſ. iii. 9. Col. i. 16, 17. 1 will 
juſt obſerve, that when 1 caſt an attentive: and 
unbiaſſed eye upon the contexts in the two- laſt 
texts, it appears to me highly probable, next to 
a real certainty, that the Apoſtle means a ſpiri- 
tual creation only. We (i. e. us Gentiles, in an 


| eſpecial ſenſe Epheff. ii, 10.) are God's workman- 


ſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus, unto good works, 
which he hath ordained, that we ſhould walk in 


things in this world, is clearly aſſerted by Chriſt 


and the Apoſtle Paul; beſides many other clear 
| teſti⸗ 
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That: the terts juſt eee | 
Ade d the ſenſe put on them by the Tri> 
nitarian is to me undeniable from the foregoing 
quotations, and the obſervations: on them, and 
which in his: ſenſe s abſolutdy repugnant to tlie 
following texts: Jeſus ſaid The firſt. of all che 
commandments bog Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord vur 
God is one Lord. There is one God, and there 
= none. other bur way Mark xii. a9, 32. John 
ii & Cor. iii. 4. Jeſus ſaid to Mary, I 


£444 


aſcend unte my Father, and. your. Father, and to 
my. God, and your Gd. He is the only wiſe 
God, 1. Tim, i. 17. There is one God, and one 
Mediator, 1. 3 W. 15. 16. The head of ue | 
man is Chriſt, and the head of Chriſt is Gd. 
When the Apoſtle. ſpeaking of: Jeſus, faith, 
Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; it is 
indiſputable, from the next verſe, that he doth 
not mean he is equal with his Father; for he 
declares, therefore, God, even thy God, hath - 
anointed thee, &c. Now, admitting that Paul 
is the author of the epiſtle, it will, I preſume, 
be exceeding | difficult, at leaſt, ro reconcile. the 
© Arian opinion of Chriſt with what he ſaith. Acts 
xiii, 23. Rom. i. 4. xv. 12. Heb. vii. 14. 
2 Tim. ii. 8. Gal. iv. 4. already cited, for, frum 


the moſt apparent n. of _ paſſages, it is 
evident. 
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evideri, he declates chat J ei a real deſce date 
of David, as Luke i. 31 7 325 62, %c. BY Weill 
= ox prove: from Scriprure equally clear and de. 
iſive is demanded, in which is related chat the 


ſiſted of an "angelic being from 
. che as "his foul; or united with it, as 7 = 
fiſting 'of both. That in the Angel's words to 
Mary, and the ſhepherds, there is f en 
proof of this has been already noted, conſe. 
quently they afford not the leaſt proof it; and 1 
am fully convinced there is not one paſſage i in the 
New Teſtament in which that n union is related, | 
but ſtrong proofs to the ane as has been 
| ſhewn in the preceding pages.” The only founda- 
tion on which I think it may be ſuppoſed to be 
founded, is che high ar ſingular titles or appella- 
tions given him by the ſacred writers, and his. 
ſaying he came from above, &c. &c. But whe- 
ther they are a ſufficient and ſatisfactory proof of 
it, is worthy the mature and unbiaſſed conſidera · 
tion of every rational enquirer z becauſe, from the 
Evangeliſts, Acts, and Epiſtles, it hath” been 
proved, that the Son of the Higheſt, and Son of 
God, are names, or titles, of the fame import 
with fon or deſcendant of. David and Mary, or the 
ſeed of Abraham, and conſequently they do not 7 
prove any ſuch union as was juſt. mentioned. 
I have in the foregoing pages offered to the 
reader's conſideration the principal paſſages in the 


New Teſtament, on which the Unitarian, Arian, 


and 


de- | 


1 = Rr. 4. A 2 
* 2 ; 


* 
= * - 
* I =; 
98 _ 


- 1 as POR ö * 7 5 =” 2 855 * r 


K 

and 4 rinitarian, have grounded their opinion re- 
pecting Jeſus, which 1 ſubmit to his On 
a OO confderagjon, wy 5 5 


LF LS 4 204 


N the laſt... 1 5 
Col. 1, The firſt 1 3 i 


dedüeible — We 


foregoing citstions, and. the reflections ma 
them, is, that when J eſus urged men to believe i in | 


him, or when any of them did believe on him, 
they would underſtand him to intend. that he was 


| the Son of David and Joſeph, or the Meſſiah. 


Or in Peter's words, which, expreſs | his opinion of 
him, I, believe that thou art the Chriſt, or the 
Son of Gao. . Or i in Mary 's confeſſion to "Chriſt, 


I believe that thou art the Chriſt, the Son of God, 


that ſhould come into the world. This equally 
applies likewiſe to the Apoltles after Chriſt's 


aſcenſion, except his not being. believed to be the 


Son of Joſeph, as his miraculous conception was 


made known, but at what time cannot now 'be 
: aſcertained, - 


Col. 2. It was upon a . 2 this faith 


in Chriſt: in his miniſtry, and upon repentance 
being baptized, that men became, and were 


owned by him as his diſciples, and entered into 


the kingdom of God. That he required of men 


more than theſe things i is too evident in the Evan- 


| mm to need wy formal proof; and this like- 
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wiſe applies to the Apo les W reco! as by 
Luke i in the Acts. | e e 
Col. 3. That upon 4his: faith in Jai,” fe, 
already ſtated, men were juſtified witli God' er 
in Jeſus's own words, He that believeth in me 
ſhall not periſh, but be ſaved; or if ye b 
not in me, ye ſhall die in your ſins. 
Col. 4. From the preceding quorations, and 
the natural explication given of them, it is excel 
ing evident, that to believe in Jeſus, in the ſenſe 
of a Trinitarian, as an infinite being, making 
infinite ſatisfaction for the fins of men; and that 
unleſs men believe it they cannot be ſaved, or 
juſtified with God, is no part of the doctrir 
taught either by him or his Apoſtles; ; and there- 
fore, whoever teaches it, ſo far preaches another 
Goſpel, and makes that a requiſite condition: to 
men's acceptance, which they did not, and con- 
ſequently is therein perverting the truth of the 
Goſpel in one of its eſſential points. This proye: 
with great clearneſs and certainty how excee. 
unſeriptural the opinion is, that no being who is 
not equal with Chriſt's God can make atonement 
for the ſins of men. But when men depart ſo 
greatly from the truth of the Goſpel, by invent- 
ing, or unnaturally ſtraining the meaning of any 
particular paſſages of ſcripture, it' is not ſtrange 
that they ſhould be loſt in the mazes of a bewil 
dered mind. 


Col, 


4 3s ) 5 
Cal. 3 — | Binatly;avother TR and ieee 
| inference arifing from the- paſt citations, and the 
reaſoning grounded on them is, that during 
Chriſt's miniſtry, his diſciples were Unitarians, 
and not Ariana, much leſs Trinitarians. That 
they could not be either of the latter appears to 
me to be beyond all diſpute, becauſe they be- 
| lieved him to be the Son of David and Joſeph, 
his miraculous conception not being known to 
them, and whom they expected to reign over the 
houſe of Jacob. Repeated proofs of theſe things 
as matters of fact are indiſputable; and can never 
be reconciled with their having embraced either 
of the latter opinions. And from the palt cita- 
tions out of the Acts and Epiſtles, it appears by 
far the moſt probable, that the Apoſtles, and all 
Chriſt's diſciples, were Unitarians. For when- 
ever the miraculous conception of Jeſus was diſ- 
cloſed, it would not evince to them his pre- 
exiſlence, any more than it did to Mary. If they 
believed he was the Son of God from heaven, the _T 
proof of it to us muſt depend upon ſome other 
revelation of it than that, but of which we have 
no traces. Whether therefore it is moſt rational 
to believe the plain account contained in the New 
Teſtament reſpecting Jeſus, and which was taught 
. by himſelf and the e or that PRUITT for 
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unſcriptura] : 3 be left to the confideration and 
judgment of eyery fair enquirer. 08 | 
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way or other be revealed to them. To which 1 
9; anſwer, that a mere ſuppoſition, or poſſibility, that 


' fide, as is obvious to every rational man. Beſides, 
as we have obſerved, was the belief of his pre- 


tained, can any ſenſible unprejudiced man per- 
ſuade himſelf it would not have been explicitly 
taught by the Apoſtles to Jews and Gentiles, at 
leaſt in the commencement of their miniſtry, and 


perſon and character of Jeſus; but it is certain he 
has not, even in one word or expreſſion How 


againſt a mere ſuppoſition, or palBvility of wed 
contrary, let the reader judge. 


the great ſtreſs often laid of late by men of ability 


Sbodid any one abjeg, andy as ths miraculous 
conception of Jeſus was made known es 
or by ſome other perſon, to the Apoſtles; ſome 
when after his aſcenſion, it is ſuppoſeable, or po. 


ible, that his pre-exiſtence alſo, might in ſome 


it was, but of which there is not the leaſt veſtagecf 
it in the New Teſtament ; but on che contraiy, 
many negative proofs it was not, as has been ſhewn, 
muſt be admitted, are ſtronger proofs on the uther 


exiſtence a truth of real importance in the Goſpel 
diſpenſation, and alſo requiſite to be believed by 
every convert to Chriſt, as is now by many main 


that Luke would not have failed to relate it 
clearly, in like manner as he has many other par- 
ticulars, which they taught them reſpecting the 


far theſe obſervations, grounded on facts, weigh 


Finally I obſerve, that I am fully 3 


and 
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and learning o on the antiquity of the ſentiments 
here oppoſed, particularly the Trinitarian ; but 


admitting it in its fulleſt latitude, i it can be of no 


force, unleſs it is alſo founded i in the New Teſta- 
ment. Whenever the antiquity of either of the 


two opinions is ſhewn to coincide with the ſenti- 


ments cf the Apoſtles, or their immediate con- 
temporaries, it may be admitted, and often has 


been on other ſubjects, and juſtly urged to illuſ- 


trate what at that time was believed by Chriſtians ; 
but even then it cannot be allowed as a direct, but 
only as a collateral proof of the truth of what it is 


urged in behalf of. For every one who is well 


acquainted with Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory need not 


be informed, that even capital errors very early 
crept into the Chriſtian church, and were em- 


braced by many who patronized and defended 


them from ſeripture, in like manner as is done 
in this day, but which is not my buſineſs at pre- 
ſent to e 115 TT further than may appear in 


this r 
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